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TENNESSEE COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND FAMILY COURT JUDGES
2007 ANNUAL JUVENILE STATISTICAL REPORT

2007 ANNUAL REPORT FORMAT

The 2007 Annual Juvenile Statistical Report follows a format that is based on a
revision made in 2006, when it was separated into two parts to make it easier to
read and use. Along with the summary information, the general state-wide
statistics, graphs and information are in the first portion of the report.

Detailed information such as tables, trend information, and charts broken down by
specific courts, sex, race, and age, are in the second portion of the report.
Readers will also find the information more comprehensive than in years past.
The AOC is working toward providing as much detailed juvenile court information
as possible and has expanded the annual report in response to requests for more
data.

2007 DATA LIMITATIONS

The AOC was able to collect more complete juvenile court data in 2007 than in
the past; however, please note that data from 2005 has not been included in the
trend information charts. In 2005, one of the larger juvenile courts submitted their
data in a summarized format which could not be included in the database. Due to
the lack of 2005 data from this court, the AOC chose the trend range of 1997
through 2004, 2006, and 2007 allowing for 10 years of accumulated facts that
present the juvenile court data in the most meaningful way.

The 2007 Detention Statistics indicate that some courts reported large detention
percentages in the “Unknown” and “Other” categories both before and after the
Secure Detention Hearings. Please note that while “Unknown” should rarely be
used to report detention information, the statistics indicate that some courts use
this category often. The statistics also indicate that some court's Detention
Statistics are improperly reported (either under or over).

The AOC conducted a survey to identify potential reasons for the data anomalies
that were found. This survey showed that some juvenile courts are severely
under-reporting the number of Judicial and Administrative Reviews being
conducted by their court staff. While the child counts are being properly reflected
in the data and will remain stable, the number of contacts each juvenile has with
court staff is under-reported. These numbers will increase as the courts begin to
more accurately report their Review data, resulting in a more accurate depiction of
juvenile court staff workload.

This survey also showed that ongoing high rates of turnover in personnel, lack of
training, and court case management software and coding issues may all be
responsible for these data shortfalls. The AOC has implemented an extensive
training initiative to address these issues and has been working very closely with
the juvenile court staff and case management software vendors to focus on these
challenges and resolve the problems.





